The Student Newspaper of Lawrence University Since 1884

LAWRENTIAN

THE

VOL. CXXXII NO. 8

November 7, 2014

Downer Feminist Council discusses victim blaming
Ariela Rosa

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Downer feminist council presents posters regarding the discussion they held on victim blaming.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

On Sunday Nov. 2, the
Downer Feminist Council (DFC)
hosted a discussion about victim
blaming. The term “victim blaming” describes the tendency to
place part or all of the blame for
harassment or assault on the victim rather than the assailant.
During Sunday’s discussion,
students offered personal stories
of harassment they experienced
at home, work and school, providing each other with advice and
support.
DFC co-president and event
organizer Allison Wray said, “DFC
and the former V-Day group have
been organizing the ‘Take Back
the Night’ march for quite a few
years now. However, last year we
were inspired by the Slutwalk
movement to do a second march
during the year.”
Slutwalk began in Toronto
after a representative claimed
women would not be assaulted
if they did not dress like “sluts.”
Using Slutwalk as a model, the

See page 2

Lawrence Tanner Richardson addresses queerness and faith
Megan Corum
Staff Writer

______________________

Reverend Lawrence Tanner
Richardson, a transgendered pastor from St. Paul, Minn., spoke
about his experiences with being
both queer and religious on
Monday, Nov. 3 at a GLOW orga-

nized event.
Richardson describes growing up in a “very, very traditional”
Southern Baptist church. He is
currently a pastor with the United
Church of Christ.
His identity issues started at
a young age. “By the time I was
in seventh grade, I’d tried to kill
myself three times,” Richardson
said. “It felt like my body wasn’t
mine.”

When he went to an “allgirls liberal arts Catholic college,” Richardson “found that I fit
nowhere on campus.” By his freshman year, he was out as a lesbian.
“I figured maybe God did hate
me,” he said. “I took a combination
of over 60 pills and prayed. ‘God,
if there is some purpose for me,
then let me live.’”
He woke up in a hospital bed
afterwards, which he described as

being like “’Oh shit, I’m actually
alive. I need a plan B now.”
“I had never heard of the
term ‘transgender,’” he said. “The
people who introduced me to this
term were church people.”
“I decided to Google ‘transgender,’” Richardson said. “Within
the first 30 seconds of the first
video, I started bawling. It was
able to articulate what I’d been
feeling. This was my life!”

That was at the end of January
of 2010. “Within four months, I
was on hormones; within a year,
I had gender reassignment surgery,” he said.
Richardson was able to reconcile his faith with his gender
identity. “I knew the spirit [of
God] was with me; it didn’t matter
what anyone else had to say,” he

See page 2

Sian Beilock delivers convocation on the brain under pressure
Noah Gunther
Staff Writer

______________________

THIS

WEEK

On
Tuesday,
Nov.
4,
University of Chicago Professor
of Psychology Sian Beilock delivered the Lawrence fall term convocation lecture. Beilock spoke
about what happens in the brain
when an individual is faced with
a high-pressure situation, and
“choking” under pressure: “why
that happens, and what we can
do to ensure we put our best foot
forward.”
In his introductory statement, President Mark Burstein
explained that “it's particularly
fitting to have her visit us at this
point in the term. We all have
finals on the brain.” Later in the

day, Beilock answered audience
questions at an open Q-and-A
held in the Warch Campus Center
Cinema.
Beilock has been invited to speak to a wide range of
groups, including many schools,
the Canadian Olympic team,
and police and military groups.
Despite her diverse audiences,
the content of her speech remains
essentially the same.
"Choke: What The Secrets Of
The Brain Reveals About Getting
It Right When You Have To,”
Beilock's first book, details the
science behind the learning process and potential for breakdown
which applies to everyone.
Beilock, who played lacrosse
and the violin long before her

Convocation speaker, Sian Beilock.
Photo by Michael Hubbard
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World

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
ISRAEL: Two Palestinian drivers
affiliated with Hamas killed a policeman and injured thirteen others when
they used their car to target Israeli
citizens. This is one of several episodes
of violence due to increasing tensions
between Israelis and Palestinians.

IRAQ: Iraqi military forces are
reportedly being assisted by Iranian
General Ghasem Soleimani. Iraqi officials have declined to comment on
his presence in the country, but the
Associated Press reports that he has
played a commanding role in attempts
to retake several Iraqi towns.

UNITED STATES: The Republican
Party won control of the senate in
the recent election. They now control 52 seats in the Senate, and have
expanded their lead in the House of
Representatives.

PARAGUAY: An indigenous
woman from the Mbya Guarani ethnic
group was burned alive after being
accused of witchcraft. Nine men from
the village are being charged with her
murder.

EUROPE: An ongoing political
standoff between German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and British Prime
Minister David Cameron continues
over Britain’s immigration policy.
Merkel has said that if the U.K. does not
back down from restricting immigration from other E.U. countries, it could
potentially cause Britain to exit the E.U.
CHINA: China’s first probe to travel to the moon and back has returned
and landed safely in inner Mongolia.

UNITED STATES: Virgin Galactic’s
SpaceShipTwo crashes in the Mojave
desert after a fall of 50,000 feet, killing
one pilot and injuring another.
RUSSIA: Russian officials have
stated that Russia plans to boycott the
international nuclear security summit
held in 2016 and hosted by President
Obama. This is the latest sign of a deteriorating relationship between Russia
and the United States.

MIDTERM ELECTION 2014
Tuesday, Nov. 4 members of the
Lawrentian community joined citizens
across the nation in voting for senate,
gubernatorial and house representatives.
Students, regardless of their original home state, were able to register
and vote in Wisconsin. Registration for
voting began at the end of Oct. at a table
in the Warch Campus Center, as students were actively encouraged to vote
in these Midterm elections by a variety
of groups both within and outside the
Lawrence community.

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

Richardson

continued from page 1
said. “I knew I was where I was
supposed to be.”
“To believe in a male-bodied God that hated me made no
sense,” he said. “I grew up fearing
God and now I love God.”
The issue of identity played
a role in Richardson’s speech.
“Being transgender is not based
on sex,” he said. “It will take all
people, not just transgendered
people, to stand up for change.”

Beilock

continued from page 1
research into the science of stress
began, has dealt with her share of
stressful situations, and still does.
“I choke most often when parallel parking,” she joked. However,
she considers stress a universal
human experience, although the
particular stressor may be different. “Whether it's on the athletic
field or in the performance hall,
choking or performing poorly
because of the stress of a situation is something we've all experienced…what I talk about can provide tools to everyone so that they
can perform better.”
“Without practice…we're
missing a big part of the key to
performing at our best,” said
Beilock, addressing the importance of repetition in honing a
skill. However, practice does not

“Don’t box yourself in and
don’t live in other people’s boxes,”
Richardson said. “It’s the fear that
keeps people in closets and fear is
no way to live and thrive.”
Freshman Dan ThomasCommins had the opportunity to
eat lunch with Richardson before
he spoke. “During lunch, Rev.
Richardson seemed legitimately
interested in how people of different races, faiths, and sexualities
are treated on campus and how
accepting campus is towards and
how many steps Lawrence has
taken to make this a more acceptalways guarantee success when
performing. “In stressful situations, instead of focusing on what
we should, we often pay too much
attention to the details of our performance,” explained Beilock, citing Jean van de Velde, a French
golfer who choked on the last hole
of the 1999 British Open.
“In the context of academic
situations, especially mathematical situations…there's something
about the emotional centers [of
the brain] that tamp down the
individual’s ability to do math,”
said Beilock, going on to describe
the process of her research on
math-anxious people. “The MRI
maps activity in the brain during
stress…the more math-anxious
these people are, the more these
regions light up when they're told
they're going to have to do math…
These are the same regions that
react when you prick your finger.”
Beilock went on to state that

ing place,” Dan said.
“I thought it was a powerful
example of how a person can be
both queer and of faith,” he said.
“As an atheist, it showed me how
important someone’s idea of God
can be in their life and that how it
can be a force for good.”
“With faith, we can overcome
any difficulty,” Richardson said.
“God has created each of us to be
beautiful expressions of all that is
divine in this world, and we are
not limited in that regard.”
“our body has a lot to say about
how we're going to perform…the
way our face is contorted sends
signals to the brain about how
we should feel, and our body is
no different.” She concluded by
recommending “journaling” in
stressful situations, citing high
school classroom studies showing
that writing about stress helps to
relieve it.
Sophomore
Gillian
Etherington found that Beilock's
lecture validated what she had
learned about musical performance at Lawrence. “A lot of what
she talked about were things we
practice in the conservatory,” said
Etherington.
Sophomore Kyle Labak said
he “was hoping she would present
a solution to generalized anxiety,”
but emphasized that he still found
the information about short-term
stress helpful in day-to-day life.

The College Democrats held an
early voting rally on Tuesday Oct. 29
outside of Lawrence Memorial Chapel
for students to meet with local candidates and walk to the city center to vote
before election day.
Starting at 7 a.m. on Election Day,
students, faculty, staff and others were
able to vote at the voting station in
Alexander Gym. A shuttle was provided
by Lawrence to transport students and
faculty to Alexander Gym all day.

DFC

continued from page 1
DFC chose to name the event the
“March to End Victim Blaming” in
order to welcome students with
diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Wray explained, “Slutwalk …
has been rightfully criticized by
many who feel that the name and
some of the attitudes present at
the events seem to ignore some
of the systemic and institutional
issues of rape culture and to marginalize or ignore certain groups,
especially women of color and
trans women."
The march was originally
supposed to occur on Sunday, but
was changed to a discussion due
to weather and participation.
When asked about students’
initial reactions, vice president
Hannah Shryer responded, “There
are many people on this campus
who understand the negative
effects of this issue, so they are
willing to talk about it. I've found

that most Lawrentians are openminded enough to listen to what
we have to say.”
Junior Lee Greenslit said this
was the first DFC event she had
attended. “I think through hearing
a little bit of personal experiences
you really start to connect with
people and see that the issue is
broader,” she explained.
Fifth-year student Chris
Harrity said, “I want this to be
a regular part of what we do to
get a greater awareness out there
(about victim blaming and rape
culture) … I never knew to what
extent this was a thing until these
people here called it to my attention.”
“I hope that participants feel
further compelled to go outside
of their comfort zones to continue discussing these critical topics,” said DFC member Anastasia
Skliarova. “DFC aims to provide
a safe space for such sensitive
subjects, and I hope that more students feel welcome to learn and
contribute to the conversation.”
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Dropping a Major

How late i s too late ?
Sarah Wagner
Columnist

_______________________

Dear Sarah,
I’ve been thinking about dropping one of my majors recently. I’m
in the college and the conservatory, and I enjoy playing music, but
I don’t think it’s the right career
path for me anymore. I’m worried
it’s too late for me to drop my BM,
though, since I’ve already started
working on material for a half
recital. What should I do? Should
I stick out both degrees or is it not
too late to change my degree plan?
—Junior in a Jam

AROUND THE WORLD
IN EIGHT ISSUES
Sahara Desert
Margaret Ward
Copy Editor

_____________________________________________

Continued from last week

Photo courtesy of Margaret Ward

rather bizarre, but it came into
clearer focus when we walked
back.
“I work in the town, but I also
sell figurines.” He began to pull
out newspaper-wrapped bundles
from his bag. I was caught, and as
he laid out the figures gently on
the sand, I contemplated whether
I had the dirhams to spare. Too
Midwestern to say no, I bought a
fossil and two small camels—so
that they wouldn’t be alone.
Later on, we rode real camels
across the desert, laughing at how
stiffly they lowered themselves to
the ground or how terrifying it
was to sit on one that was rising
up from the sand. A majority of us
had wrapped scarves around our
heads like the Berber men, trying
to throw ourselves into a cultural
experience, but mostly looking
pretty dumb. The guides showed
us multiple times how to wrap
the fabric around our heads, but
the scarves inevitably slid off or
bunched in strange places.
“What’s this camel’s name?” I
asked. The men laughed.
“Barack Obama. And that one
is Bob Marley.” They snickered to
themselves. We thought the joke
was really funny until we heard

three other group leaders say the
same thing.
We climbed up a sand dune
that seemed as high as a mountain, and by the time I reached the
top, my calves were burning and
the entirety of the Sahara desert
stretched out in front of me. With
a whoop, we all sent ourselves
spiraling down the dune in puffs
of sand as we ran, rolled and slid
all the way to the bottom.
Later on, at dinner,
a Berber worker sat at
our table. He told us
he spoke seven languages he had just
picked up from the
numerous tour
groups that go
through there
every year. I
thought about
him as we filed
back into the
jeeps a day
later, wondering if the men
and
women
who work there
get tired of seeing tourists. I was

I honestly believe it is never
too late to change your degree
plan. I didn’t turn in the paperwork for declaring my majors
until my senior year, and even
this past summer, I had thoughts
about dropping one of my two
majors. If you know it’s not the
field you want to pursue anymore,
then it’s not worth the extra time
and effort. You only have so much
time at Lawrence, use that time as
efficiently as you can.
We all have busy schedules
at Lawrence; everyone knows it
and it’s a problem that is frequently addressed. You will be
more productive and overall a
happier person—which is really
the most important thing—if the
work you are doing is work you
enjoy. No one wants to spend time
writing papers or learning music
that they don’t find any joy in. The
entire process will be miserable
and the final product will likely
not be something you are proud
of. Your time is better spent doing
something
y o u

U
lL

Po

The next day, we set out for
the Sahara Desert. The bus ride
was again interminable, even
though I woke up every three
hours to pop another Dramamine.
We pulled in near dark, and were
picked up in jeeps. The men driving raced across the dark desert,
hitting as many bumps as they
could to make us laugh in the
back. One of the students from
a different city had thrown his
duffel bag onto my lap from the
front, and I felt the bottles of
booze inside clinking around as
we jolted around like we were in a
carnival ride.
The camp arrived out of the
darkness like some glimmering
object from a fairy tale. The whole
camp was an expanse of tents
in varying heights. Lights were
strung between the sleeping tents,
and the pathways were covered
with woven rugs. The tents were
made out of heavy black cloth,
mounted up on beams. Within
each tent was a row of 10-15 mattresses, carefully made up with
rough sheets and thick woolen
blankets. I vaguely considered the
possibility of scorpions as I peeled
back the covers, but we were all so
exhausted we fell asleep almost
immediately.
In the morning, we all rose
at 5 a.m. to see the sun rise. I fell
behind my friends, and was immediately confronted by a Berber
man, who promised to take me
to the best dune. I followed him,
thinking he must be a worker in
the camp. We sat on the sand,
which is a brilliant orange, and
talked about nothing as the sun
came up. The whole thing was

Dear Junior,

No.
9%

have fun doing, whether that is
performing experiments or writing lesson plans.
As a double-degree student
in the college and the conservatory, there are several ways you
could change your degree plan.
You say you’ve already begun
working on material for a half
recital. You could switch from
Bachelor of Music to a Bachelor
of Arts in music. With this degree
switch, you only need one thirty
minute recital instead of a thirty
minute and a sixty minute recital.
If you think these feelings of wanting to drop the degree are just out
of panic and stress, you could consider cancelling and delaying your
recital. That’s one of the pleasures
of having five years to finish your
degree—you have more time to
play around with.
The nature of the doubledegree program at Lawrence forces students to choose which field
takes precedence on a term by
term basis. Some terms you might
be more conservatory focused,
other terms you’re more college
focused. I find myself jockeying
between which degree I am more
passionate about, music performance or music education. I have
yet to 100 percent rule out one
option or the other as something
I could never see myself doing
as a career. Because of that, I’ve
decided to keep both degrees. I
suggest you ask yourself the same
question, can you still see yourself
pursuing a career in both of the
fields you are currently studying?
Or do you find yourself adamantly
choosing one over the other? If
one field has clearly taken precedence in your life, I suggest you
drop the degree you aren’t finding
joy in.

Send in your questions to
wagners@lawrence.edu and
have them answered
by Sarah, a double-degree
student in
www. l awr enti an
.c o m
her fifth
year at
LU.

I do not care.
9%

See page 6

Should Lawrence rent out its facilities to external parties even if their events
are not related to the university or its students?
Total Votes: 46

On an occasional basis.
26%

Yes.
56%
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Vikings claim 5 All-Conference Honors at MWC Championships
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_______________________

Lawrence University hosted
the Midwest Conference Cross
Country Championships at the
Reid Municipal Golf Course this
past weekend and both the men’s
and women’s teams were looking for a strong showing in their
final home meet. The Vikings
combined to have five members
receive all-conference honors
,which is achieved by finishing in
the top 20 runners.
Junior Cora Williams led the
women’s team by taking eleventh
place in the 6,000 meter course
race. She finished the course with
a time of 23:11. Freshman Erin
Schrobilgen followed four seconds
later to take twelfth place. Junior
Clare Bruning also claimed an all
conference spot by claiming nine-

teenth place, finishing in 23:39.
Other scorers for Lawrence
included Amy Hutchings who finished twenty-fifth and Hannah
Kinzer who finished twenty-ninth.
Overall, the women’s team tallied 96 points which earned them
third place in conference. Grinnell
took first with 57 points and Kyra
Kimber from Monmouth College
was the individual champion by
finishing in 21:50.
Max Edwards was the top
performer for the men’s team. He
claimed tenth place and finished
the 8,000 meter course in 26:21.
Kyle Dockery finished twelfth
with a time of 26:25 and also
received all conference honors.
Finishing the scoring for the men’s
team were Cam Davies who took
twenty-second, Jonah Laursen
who finished twenty-sixth, and
Teddy Kortenhof who claimed
forty-seventh.
The men’s team finished

with 117 points, which gave
them fourth place in conference.
Grinnell also won the men’s side
with a total of 54 points and Isaac
Jordan from Carroll University
was the individual champion by
finishing the course in 25:40.
“Our team was hoping for
more at the championships, but
the diligence that everyone put
into their performances was
inspiring,” said Cora Williams. “we
learned that in order to win the
conference title in a field as competitive as the MWC, we need to
throw off all limitations and leave
everything on the course.”
Commenting on the race
being held in Appleton, Williams
said, “The volume throughout the
3.7 mile or 5 mile course was
unprecedented and knowing that
all of those people were cheering for the Vikings was absolutely
thrilling.”
The cross country team’s

Many players on the team felt
that the team always had enough
talent to succed. In fact, eight of
Lawrence’s 11 losses this season
were by only one goal. They simply could not capitalize on opportunities.
“The biggest struggle for
most of the season was our inability to connect all the way up top,”
sophomore defender Dominic
Pasquesi said. “We couldn’t find
that last pass that gave us the
opportunity to score.”
The struggles persisted until
Saturday, Oct. 25, in a match
against Beloit College. The Beloit
Buccaneers were one of the

few teams ranked lower in the
Midwest Conference (MWC) than
Lawrence. And they proved to be
exactly the opponent the Vikings
needed. Starting off with a 3-0
rout of the Buccaneers, Lawrence
was unstoppable at the end of the
season. Each of the goals came in
the second half of the game, when
Lawrence had struggled most
throughout the season.
“It was a change in our mentality. From the get-go, we wanted
to score and we wanted to win,”
said Pasquesi.
After Beloit, Lawrence Men’s
Soccer went on to beat Concordia
University Chicago 3-1 and
University of Wisconsin-Superior
2-1. This turnaround completely
altered the lockerroom attitude
and has led to a lot of optimism for
next season.
“I’m feeling pretty good,”
said sophomore Harry Broderick.
“We only lost a few key [seniors],
we’ve got a big junior class and it
could be a great year.”
Only five current members of
the roster will be graduating this
year, and there will be another
small senior class next year. These
factors help set up the Men’s
Soccer program for growth and
success in the coming seasons.

next event will be the Division
III Midwest Regional meet on
November 15 which will be hosted
by UW-Oshkosh in Winneconne,
Wis.
“Our placings for both men
and women at the MWC championships don’t accurately repre-

Members of the Women’s Cross Country team compete against MWC rivals.
Photo by Emei Thompson

Men’s Soccer ends on 3-game win-streak
Zach Ben-Amots
Sports Editor

______________________

The Lawrence University
Men’s Soccer program had a rollercoaster of a year. With a large
class of talented sophomores, the
team had high hopes for the season.
Unfortunately, the Vikings
had to fight an uphill battle from
the season’s start. They were
unable to register a win until their
ninth game, and could not get
much momentum until the very
end of the season.

Senior Joe Cullen cuts up the UW-Superior defense en route to a shot attempt.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Freshman Sportlight:
Men’s Hockey

Devin Ditto

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Every week, I sit down with
one freshman varsity athlete to
learn about their transition to collegiate sports. This week, I spoke
with defenseman Brad Mueller on
the Hockey Team.
How old were you when you
started playing hockey?
I was four.

What sparked that initial interest in the sport?
My mom would take my
brother and I to open skate before
we were in school. That’s how I
got on skates, and just fell in love
with being on the ice. We’re not a
hockey family at all, but my mom
didn’t know what to do with my
brother and [me], so she took us
to the rink.
How has the transition from
Junior hockey been for you?
It’s been good, Juniors is definitely one of the better experiences of my life without a doubt.
Getting back into school is a little
difficult, but if you focus it’s not

Jon Sheridan: Golf and Men’s Hockey
Joe Krivit
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Jon Sheridan graduated from
Lawrence in 2011 as a three-year
member of the Men’s Hockey team.
He went on to coach for the club
hockey team at the University of
Ohio before returning to Lawrence
as the head coach of the men’s golf
team and an assistant coach for
the men’s hockey team. I recently
sat down to talk with him about
returning to Lawrence, the golf
team’s fall season and the prospects of the young hockey season.
Do you think being a Lawrence
graduate, having been in the
same shoes as your players, will
help you as a coach?
I think so. I can relate to a lot
of them. It’s been almost five years

since I’ve been out so I kind of still
know a lot of professors and kind
of what they’re going through
with the academic rigor … Then as
far as the program goes, coaching
under Coach Szkodzinski I know
what he wants from his guys so I
can relay the message even more.

How did the fall season for golf
go?
We won the first two invites:
the St. Norbert invite and then the
invite we hosted. We won those
back to back and that was the first
time since 2004 that we’ve won
back to back invitationals, so that
was huge.
The golf team has been playing tremendously we have a great
group of guys that want to push
themselves and they want to be
better…They push each other but
not in a negative way, they make

each other better by just being
who they are…They’re always
out working on something when
they get the chance. They kind of
have free reign over practice, and
they’re always going and doing it.
Golf’s a unique college sport
because you have a huge break
in between the fall and spring
season. Is there anything that
needs to be changed between
the two halves of the season?
If we could change the weather that would be nice, so we could
play more. I know in the past that
Chris Burns has allowed the guys
to go out to Burns Golf out there
and work in their indoor driving
range and simulators, which is
nice for the guys.
We’ve been talking about
maybe doing a spring trip early
on so that we can get some rounds

sent our true potential as a team
because we are stronger than
that. We still have huge goals for
the Midwest Regional,” commented Williams. “This race will be
our chance to really unleash our
potential and run some speedy
new times across the board.”

too hard. It’s completely different,
though. In Juniors, hockey is the
top priority, but now as a college
athlete, we have to figure out how
to balance that with academics.
You don’t have to worry about
managing your time as much—it’s
just a different lifestyle.

You guys just had two big wins
against Concordia this past
weekend. How does it feel to
start out strong like that?
Awesome. We haven’t beaten
them in two years so it definitely
sets the tone for the rest of the
year. It helps get us in the direction that we’re trying to go.

You guys have mentors on the
team. How has your mentor
helped with the transition process from juniors into college?
Kevin has helped in knowing what to expect out of the
Lawrence hockey program, and
what is expected of everybody
on the team. He’s a good presence on campus, so it helps with
meeting people and getting better
acquainted with people on campus.

Corner-to-Corner

in before the spring season starts.

What do you do at a golf match
as the coach? Do you drive
around on a golf cart to try to
see as many of your golfers as
you can?
Basically I’m an enabler, so
whatever they need, a snack, a
drink, or whatever, I’ll fetch it for
them just so I can enable them
to play the best round they can.
Normally our guys are “stacked”
so one guy will play on the eighteenth hole, and then another on
17, and 16 and on down.
So what we like to do is watch
the first hole and see what guys
are doing and then we try to relay
messages on down. So then our
last guy coming through kind of
knows where guys are putting the
ball and good lies and stuff like
that. It’s really just a lot of driving

around on a golf cart and watching guys play golf, which isn’t half
bad.

So now you’re transitioning
into hockey season. How do you
expect that to go?
We’re excited for this year. We
had an inter-squad game this past
weekend and the guys did great.
We have a good group of upperclass leadership with some underclass talent. I think it’s going to be
cultured quite nicely. In the locker
room the guys are great.
I think they’re all pretty good
friends with each other, there
really aren’t any cliques. All that
is extremely helpful with hockey
being a team sport. I know the
guys have high expectations for

See page 6
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Vikings send Falcons into nose-dive, Hockey starts 2-0
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
Hockey Team opened the 20142015 season last weekend with
a huge series sweep against
Concordia University. After this
strong opening weekend, the
Vikings have a 2-0 record (2-0
NCHA), moving into the rest of the
season with confidence.
The home opener on Friday,
Oct. 31, got off to a shaky start,
as the Falcons put the first point
on the board with a power play
goal 8:36 into the game. It wasn’t
long before the Vikings picked up

the pace, scoring two goals in less
than a minute.
Freshman Matt Montemurro
scored the first Lawrence goal of
the season off assists from juniors
Ryan Rumble and Steve Hughes,
and sophomore Blake Roubos
added another off a rebound of
a beautiful breakaway attempt.
Freshman Jake Kreutzer and
junior Renato Engler were credited with assists. Concordia snuck
one more in before the end of
the period, tying the game at 2-2
before the first intermission.
The killer momentum from
the first period carried into the
second; the Vikings racked up
another pair of goals in quick succession at the beginning of period

Asst. Coach Jon Sheridan speaks to the hockey team during a scrimmage.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

two. Engler maneuvered the puck
top shelf unassisted after swiping
a crafty turnover, and junior Matt
Moore snapped it into the goal
after the ensuing faceoff to widen
the lead to 4-2.
The Falcons played very
physically throughout, resulting
in many penalties and plenty of
power play opportunities for the
Vikes. Two such opportunities
yielded goals in the third period,
bringing the final score to a staggering 6-2 in Lawrence’s favor.
Kreutzer nabbed the first
third period goal off assists from
Engler and Roubos, and junior
Brandon Boelter finished off the
Falcons with a final goal less than
two minutes before the final buzzer, again off Engler and Roubos
assists.
On Saturday, Nov. 1, the
Vikings sailed to Mequon on a
river of victorious energy to
trample the Falcons on their own
home ice. Halfway through the
first period, Roubos scored on a
wide-open breakaway opportunity and slapped another over the
Falcon goaltender’s shoulder just
minutes later to grab an early 2-0
lead. Kreutzer and Engler collected a few more assists. Concordia
retaliated quickly, narrowing the
Viking lead with a backhand goal
off a rebound.
Moore sent the puck in off
assists by Rumble and sopho-

more Ryan Eardley in the first
few minutes of the second period,
widening the Lawrence lead to
3-1. Penalties continued to plague
both teams but Lawrence tenaciously defended the goal and prevented any further second period
scoring.
At the start of the third
Engler, assisted by Kreutzer, easily skated past the Falcon defense
and tapped the puck right in, pulling ahead 4-1. Concordia was able
to slip one more goal into the
Lawrence net near the end of the
period, bringing the final score
to 4-2.
Sophomore
goaltender
Mattias Soederqvist was without a doubt a vital performer for
the Vikings, totaling 40 saves on
Friday and 44 on Saturday.
The Vikings will continue
rolling through conference games,
taking on Marian University (0-2,
0-2 NCHA) this weekend in the
Battle of Highway 41. The Marian
Sabres are coming off a tough loss
to last year’s national champion,
St. Norbert College. The Green
Knights defeated the Sabres last
weekend with 5-2 and 4-1 victories.
The series opens at Marian on
Friday, Nov. 7, and will conclude
Saturday, Nov. 8, at the Appleton
Family Ice Center. The puck drops
at 7 p.m. both nights.

Weekend Events
Swimming & Diving

Hockey
Marian

Lawrence
Where:
Appleton Ice Rink
When:
Sat, Nov 8, 7 p.m.

Lawrence

Beloit
Where:
Buchanan
Wellness Center

STANDINGS
WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Lake Forest
9-0
17-0
Grinnell
6-2-1
10-6-1
Ripon
6-2
10-6
Carroll
5-2-2
6-8-2
St. Norbert
5-2-1
7-8-1
Cornell
4-5
8-8-1
Illinois
3-3-2
9-5-2
Lawrence
3-5-2
5-11-2
Monmouth
2-7
4-13
Beloit
1-8
4-12-1
Knox
0-8
3-12
MEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
Knox
9-0
Lake Forest
5-2-2
Carroll
5-2-1
Illinois
5-3-1
Monmouth
5-3-1
St. Norbert
3-2-3
Grinnell
3-2-3
Lawrence
2-6-2
Beloit
2-6
Cornell
1-6-1
Ripon
0-8

OVR
14-2
6-9-2
7-7-2
9-6-2
7-9-1
9-4-3
7-3-5
3-11-3
2-13
3-11-2
2-13-1

VOLLEYBALL
TEAM
MWC
Cornell
9-0
St. Norbert
7-1
Carroll
6-2
Ripon
5-2
Lake Forest
6-3
Lawrence
5-4
Illinois
4-6
Grinnell
2-5
Knox
2-7
Monmouth
1-8
Beloit
0-9

OVR
18-6
13-13
10-16
15-9
12-14
9-16
7-16
8-17
4-24
7-21
3-21

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Nov. 5, 2014.

When:
Sat, Nov 8, 1 p.m.

Corner-to-Corner Andrew Fleek: Swimming & Diving
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

______________________

What was your fondest memory
from your own collegiate athletic career?
I suppose aside from countless experiences with my teammates my fondest memory of my
collegiate career was seeing all
of our hard work pay off at the
end of the season. I was fortunate enough to finish my career
with several NCAA “B” cuts and
All-Time Top 10 performances in
several of my events.
Other than the weather, what
was the best part about attending the University of South
Dakota (USD)?
For me the best part about
attending USD is really hard to pin
down to one thing. Being part of a
high-level swim program, going to
a state’s flagship institution, going

to a state with such varied people
and landscapes, and that USD has
always done an above average
job of bringing in students from
diverse backgrounds all played a
part in my experience. I’m grateful
to all of the people that impacted
me there—my experiences at USD
led me to LU.

What has been your fondest
memory so far as a coach here?
This another one that is hard
to pin down. It’s probably split
between the 2010-2011 MWC
meet where both the men’s and
women’s teams broke multiple
records and finished in the top
four in the conference, and the
2013-2014 MWC meet where the
women’s team broke six individual records, four relay records, and
went one, two, three in the 500
Freestyle (Taylor Winter, Hannah
Gabriel, and Paige Witter).
At that meet Winter won
the 500 FR and 1650 FR, and
Hayley Cardinal won the 100 BR.

I also love commencement—to be
able to see how the athletes have
grown as people over their four
years on campus is really rewarding.

Shifting focus, you lost a lot of
good Seniors last year, especially on the men’s side in Flack and
Mann. How has that affected the
team this year? Was there more
effort put into recruiting for
this year?
Mann and Flack were really
some outstanding swimmers for
the past four years. Replacing
them will not be easy. We put
in the same amount of effort in
recruiting every year—we’re
looking for our 15-16 team to
grow in numbers and ability.
What are the team goals for this
season?
One of our women’s team
goals are to break more records
this year while finishing in the
Top 3 overall at MWC’s. One of our

men’s team goals it to see multiple
All–Time Top 10 finishes.

What will be the keys to having
a successful season this year
for the team as a whole and for
each individual swimmer?
As always, the key to success with swimming is hard training—lots and lots of hard training.
Swimming is unique to most other
sports in that the training has a
cumulative effect on the athletes’
physiologies. By staying healthy
and being able to complete all of
the yardage, volume and intensity,
weight training, and calisthenics our swimmers will be able
to reach their personal and team
goals.
Lastly, are there any rituals
or superstitions you had as a
swimmer?
I always liked to listen to
Zepplin before I swam.

BY THE
NUMB3RS

84

Number of saves
from sophomore
goaltender Mattias
Soederqvist in
2 games against
Concordia.
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KidsGive creates new fundraiser for Ebola aid in Africa
Anh Ta

Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Halloween at Lawrence was not only
spooky, fun and entertaining, but also sugary sweet with the help of Candy Grams.
Presented by KidsGive, Candy Grams
allowed Lawrentians to send treats to their
friends’ mailboxes for just 50 cents each.
By sending a candy gram, students were
not only sending the love to their fellow
Lawrentians, but also to the numerous
Sierra Leonian orphans in the midst of the
ongoing Ebola epidemic.
Candy Grams are the first fundraising
event of the year for KidsGive, and although
the proceeds they earned were not huge,
a less tangible goal was achieved. When
talking about Candy Grams, senior Liz
Barthels, the Vice Chairperson of KidsGive
at Lawrence, was proud. “We wanted to
get our name out there, to let people know
what we are doing and why we are doing it,”
Barthels said.
It is also the first of many KidsGive
fundraising events for Sierra Leonian Ebola
orphans to come this year, as a part of a
bigger effort to mitigate the social impact
of the epidemic, and in continuation with
their seven-year dedication to education in
Sierra Leone.
Started by Professor of Government
Claudena Skran in 2006, KidsGive is a
scholarship program for children in Sierra

Leone that has reached over 500 students
in three main partner schools, Conforti
School, FAWE School and most recently, St.
Mary’s High School. It is also a fundraising effort with many partners across the
United States, and last year, it became a
student club on campus to further aid the
fundraising for the scholarships. “We aim to
bring better education to children in Sierra
Leone. […] Another part of our mission is to
educate middle and high school [students]
in the United States about Africa so that
they can make better informed decisions
both about giving and policy,” Professor
Skran shared.
Like any other success story, KidsGive is
the result of the collective effort of Professor
Skran and generations of Lawrentians who
have worked hard to build everything up
from scratch.
“My inspiration for KidsGive is from
one of my students who went to Sierra
Leone with me in 2007,” she said. “She was
very touched by all the children she met
there, many of whom are not cared for by
their parents. They are orphans or the kids
living on the streets. She had the idea that
we really needed to do something more. In
2009, it was really furthered by some other
students I had at the time.”
Having garnered many partners and
donors across the world and with many
years of experience behind them, KidsGive
has big plans to expand their impact in

KidsGive members sell Candy Grams in the Warch Campus Center.
Photo by Emily Teerink

the United States, with school visits in
Twin Cities, Minn. this December, and is
considering new beneficiaries in Jamaica.
At Lawrence, KidsGive is hoping for more
volunteers, more volunteer trips to Sierra
Leone and even bigger fundraising events,
such as college-wide fundraising competition between residence halls, sport teams

and studios.
In their own small steps, KidsGive
hopes to bring a better education to Sierra
Leone, one kid at a time, as Barthels shared
about her experience. “It’s amazing to see
how happy they were, that the things that
we do make a big difference there.”

VIVA’s Día de los Muertos Students take advantage of
altar raises cultural awareness Career Services Chicago trip
Rachel Taber

Margaret Koss

______________________________

______________________________

Staff Writer

For The Lawrentian

On the evening of Saturday, Nov. 1,
VIVA displayed a traditional Día de los
Muertos altar in the Warch Campus Center
in order to inform students about Day of
the Dead traditions and current events happening in Mexico. Fifth year student and
president of VIVA Ollin García Pliego said,
“We’re afraid the tradition is losing its purpose in Mexico, so we want to keep the
culture alive.”
VIVA presents the altar every year on
Nov. 1. “It’s been Viva’s tradition for the past
years. Ever since I joined as a freshmen that
was the big event,” Garcia Pliego explained.
“It’s a tradition that VIVA has and the
main purpose is to share with the community what is the altar,” sophomore and
secretary of VIVA Andrea Magaña added.
“The community gets involved in this culture and event, and to teach people what is
the meaning behind the alter.”
The Day of the Dead has a rich history of Mesoamerican tradition mixed with
Catholic traditions. “It dates about 3,000
years ago. Not as we know it today, but its
origins dates back 3,000 years ago.” Garcia
Pliego said. “The ancestors of the Aztecs
celebrated the dead because they thought
that once you passed away you will come
back to visit people who are alive.”
There is a lot of symbolism within the
altar of the Day of the Dead. “We put sugar
skulls, which represent the mortality of life.
We put tissue paper, or papel picado, which
symbolizes the fragility and mortality of life
and the wings as well. We put food there as
an offering to the dead ones,” said Garcia
Pliego. He went on to explain the Catholic
roots. “It has Catholic symbols such as a
cross, saints, candles, stuff like that.”
“The Day of the Dead, it’s a celebration of life and we celebrate the people that
pass away and it’s a happy celebration. It’s
nothing scary; you don’t have to dress up or

VIVA’s Day of the Dead altar in the Warch Campus Center.
Photos by Emily Teerink

anything,” Magaña said about the differences between Halloween and the Day of the
Dead. “Halloween, I think, is like that. You
have to dress up and scare the people that
pass away. And I think [Day of the Dead] is
all the opposite.”
VIVA chose to include the 43 students
who were abducted by the Mexican government on Sept. 26 in order to honor them.
“We’re in 2014, and the government takes
43 students and kills them,” said Garcia
Pliego. “They didn’t even try to hide it. I’m
a student. I go to Mexico a lot. I could get
killed.”
“Right now we don’t know if the students are dead but everybody thinks that.
And also, we [included] them to honor
all the students through all the history of
Mexico that have been killed by the government. And respect for them mainly,”
explained Magaña. “That’s pretty much why
we put them there because they are fighting
the government. They have to be heard. I
don’t think a lot of people knew about that.
It was a great opportunity to inform people
what’s going on in Mexico.”

Midterm reading period provided students with several opportunities for offcampus excursions, one of which was a trip
to Chicago, organized by Career Services, to
network with Lawrence alumni. Students
of all majors, including undeclared sophomore Elana Lambert, attended the trip and
reaped the benefits.
“We went to six different businesses
in the Chicago area: CME Group, Deloitte,
Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago
(ICNC), Neuberger Berman, Madison
Dearborn Partner and Abbott Laboratories.
It was really inspiring to talk to the alumni
[working there], because they really feel
that their liberal arts education had a lot to
do with where they are now,” Lambert said.
She appreciated that she was able to talk to
employees within a diverse range of positions. “It was all different parts of business.
People who travel across the world and
people who sit in a desk.”
In addition to talking to employees and
alumni at the businesses, the group also
went to a networking dinner where they
could mingle with alumni.
“Networking is harder than you think
because sometimes you don’t know exactly
what to say. You have to ask the right
questions to get what you’re looking for,”

Sahara

continued from page 3
tired of us.
The night before we left, I went out
into the desert to find some piece of truth I

Sheridan

continued from page 4
themselves, and if they didn’t that would
be more worrisome than anything else.
Practices so far have been awesome.
They’re working their tails off whether

Lambert said. But she still figured out how
to gain a lot from the conversations she had.
Like a lot of college students, Lambert
was interested in gaining insights into how
to survive in a competitive job market,
which is a keen apprehension for students
close to graduation. “Across the board,
everybody said that if you work hard and
you know what you want, you will get
there, because you have the tools to get
there,” she said. “You can do a lot with a
Lawrence degree if you have a quantitative
background.”
Going on the trip and hearing many
alumni echo the same sentiments allowed
her to see that all majors can benefit from
meeting people in the field of business. “It
definitely is tailored more to Econ majors,
but I got a lot out of it just because I wanted
to see what kind of jobs were out there. And
we met other majors there. If you can show
how you use the skills that you learned, let’s
say with a history major, and apply it to the
business world—like the analytical skills
and research skills—you’ll be fine. We have
learned how to do that in the environment
here at Lawrence,” Lambert said.
Career Services hosts trips like these
every term, and taking advantage of them
allows students to build many relationships
they otherwise wouldn’t. “It was a cool way
to meet new people, both Lawrence students and alumni, as well as the people who
work in Career Services,” Lambert said.
could take back along with the orange sand
I had collected in a Coke bottle. I looked up
at the stars and breathed clean air, sinking
my hands into the sand. The peaceful night
was rent by my fellow students’ drunken
cries. I sighed, and made my way back to
the tent.
it be in the weight room, dry-land, or on the
ice. We have a lot of inter-squad competition, just like golf, guys just wanting to do
the right thing for each other. So going in
to the games this weekend a lot of guys are
going to have the chance to showcase what
they have, and we’re excited for that.
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Secret Lives of the Mudd Library employees: Part Two
Ollin Garcia Pliego
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Reference Librarian and Library Systems Coordinator and Associate Professor Kathleen Isaacson
Ollin García: What’s your hometown?
Kathleen Isaacson: I was born in Milwaukee.
OG: When did you start working at the library?
KI: In the mid-1970s, September 1975.
OG: What did you do before joining the Mudd?
KI: The library was the first actual job I ever had in my life. I went to school at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison and I got my library degree and looked at the libraries around Appleton and luckily I found an
opening.
OG: What’s your job’s main task?
KI: If you look at my screen [she has two computers on her desk], you can see, I am above the only staff person who works at the command line level, so I run the library’s software systems and the data base system
and the SFX, which gets you connected between data bases and journals and interlibrary loan and all those
connections.
I manage the off-campus access to our databases. It’s all kinds of small pieces that together work to provide
services.
OG: What’s your funniest memory here at the library?
KI: My husband kind of makes fun of my life as a librarian and sometimes he’ll, when I say I’m off to work,
back to the rat race because he doesn’t think the library world is very much like a rat race. The impression
people have of what happens at the library is quite different from what it is from a staff point of view.
OG: Do you have any hobbies?
KI: I have a lot of plants. I have about 35 orchid plants. I do a fair amount of gardening [although] I only have
a little yard. We have a sun room in our house so, that is packed.
We have a very energy efficient house so on the south side we have a large room that has its own windows
and net traps. Sun light helps heat our house and it’s full of plants.

Acquisition and Cataloging Assistant Amanda K. Lee
Ollin García: What’s your hometown?
Amanda K. Lee: New Lisbon, Wis.
OG: When did you start working at the library?
AL: March of 2005.
OG: What were you doing before joining the Mudd?
AL: Well, I graduated from [the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay] in 2003, so I was going to school and I
was also working in retail.
OG: What’s your main task as an Acquisition and Cataloging Assistant?
AL: My main task is acquisitions, so I’m responsible for ordering all the material, accepting the deliveries,
making sure it’s quality. For example, this DVD I have is broken so I have to send it back.
OG: What kind of material do you add to the library? Who request the material?
AL: Most of the time, faculty will request the material, sometimes the librarians. Sometimes I order things
that I think students would like.
I try to keep up with movies and specially DVDs that I think students will like, because I know you’re kind of
stuck here so [laughs] there’s not really a movie theater or somewhere that you can really go for entertainment. Sometimes I will have a student track me down and ask me to order something.
OG: What do you like the most about your job?
AL: I find it really rewarding when somebody is really anxious to get something and I can get it for them
very quickly and they seem very surprised that I can get it so fast, that all they had to do was ask.

Photos by Billy Liu

Digital Collection Librarian Colette Lunday Brautigam
Ollin García: What’s your hometown?
Colette L. Brautigam: I’m from Minot, N.D.
OG: When did you start working at the library?
CB: In December 2003.
OG: Why is your office located in the Art Center?
CB: It says Slide Librarian on my door and I like that, I have it as relic, a reminder of where we’ve come from because
slides are the analog version of what we do digitally now.
When I started at Lawrence, my job was to take photographs out of books and have the film processed and mount it
as slides and catalog the information and do a database to maintain the Slide Library, which is now a faculty office
and classroom. The Slide Library just went away this summer. We had 65,000 slides.
OG: What did you do before working here?
CB: I went to College at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. It was a Bachelor of Arts in Creative Writing and
English. Then, I went to Alaska and I worked on fishing boats and met my husband. It was a great experience. I got
my master’s degree in Library and Information Science in Minneapolis College of St. Catherine.
OG: What’s your main task as a Digital Collection librarian?
CB: Making things accessible online for the students, faculty, staff and alumni. I’m also a Reference Librarian so I’m
at the Reference Desk too, maybe 10 hours a week. It depends on the week.
OG: What’s your favorite thing about your job?
CB: I meet with classes and do instruction and I really enjoy showing students how to use the resources that we’ve
created. I like doing the library instruction of all digital collections.

New shuttle service following December break!
The Dean of Students office will offer one-way coach bus
transportation from Chicago (with a pick-up in Milwaukee) and
from Minneapolis–St. Paul (with a pick-up in Wausau) on Sunday,
January 4, 2015. The cost is $15—space is limited and seats will
be available on a first-come, first served basis. To sign up, stop by
Raymond House to pay the $15 and reserve your seat. Total cost
of the coach bus will be subsidized by the Dean of Students office
to make the trip affordable to students.
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Co-op hosts eclectic Halloween night concert
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

__________________________

This past Friday night, the
Joseph McCarthy Co-op House
hosted four bands to celebrate
Halloween. The bands were
Aminal, The Lounge Rats, Porky’s
Groove Machine and BrassVisions.
Each band brought their own
sound to the concert and kept
the audience dancing and singing for the entire time they were
there. This was Aminal’s and
BrassVision’s first concert and
The Lounge Rats’ second. Porky’s
Groove Machine has been grooving since 2011.
The first band, Aminal, is a
four-piece rock band with heavy
jazz influences. It is made up of
a guitarist/bassist/vocalist, a
bassist/guitarist, a keyboard and
drums. Each member comes from

a jazz combo background on their
respective instruments. Coming
from this background, with all its
inherent influences, made their
music fall into its own category.
It was a rock band, but focused
heavily on interaction and improvising.
Although difficult to classify,
they are similar to such bands as
the Jimi Hendrix Experience and
the Grateful Dead. Aminal took
basic forms from rock—consisting of choruses, verses, bridges,
etc.—and peppered them with
jazz-like improvisation. What
made their concert rock but still
sound hip and unique is that their
music contained elements of jazz
but was still accessible to the average listener.
Next up was a set from ska
band the Lounge Rats. The Lounge
Rats have all the things a typical ska band has—driving tempos
and rhythms, heavy horn playing

and the distinctive shout-singing
that fills the room with energy. I
don’t believe I saw a single still
audience member. Everyone was
bobbing their head, tapping their
foot or moshing.
The Lounge Rats are particularly good at making ska covers
of popular tunes—so far their
sets consist completely of covers.
Among their most memorable
covers are “Take On Me,” by a-ha,
“Time Warp,” from Rocky Horror
Picture Show and what seems to
be their theme song, “Okie Dokie”
by Copy Machine. While these
songs are all incredibly energetic
and exciting on their own, the
Lounge Rats breathe even more
life into them, creating the fun and
festive party atmosphere.
The Lounge Rats were followed by Porky’s Groove Machine.
Since its creation, the band has
changed its lineup a few times
but despite that, has maintained

a funky and hip sound throughout. Porky’s Groove Machine does
mostly original tunes with a tasteful balance of composed material
and improvisation. Their songs
typically have jazzy instrumental
jams sandwiched by often humorous lyrics and vocals.
Like the Lounge Rats, they
played party music. However, this
was a different kind of party music.
It grooved well, as their name
claims, but was more relaxed and
repetitive. It gave the audience
time to be laid-back while also
being able dance. Porky’s Groove
Machine could jam for as long as
they wanted while maintaining an
interesting sound and keeping the
audience moving.
The
final
band
was
BrassVisions, a brass band that
blended the New Orleans jazz
sound with hip hop, funk, soul
and other genres. A great example
of this was their cover of “Let

Me Clear My Throat” by DJ Kool.
The original song samples horns
so when BrassVisions played it,
it was easily recognizable but
specific to their instrumentation.
Also, playing what was originally
a sample live makes the song feel
more organic and natural, capturing the spirit of New Orleans jazz.
BrassVisions also proved
their versatility and creativity by
arranging the viral video “Tunak
Tunak Tun” by Daler Mehndi. It’s
not everyday you hear a brass
band play an Indian pop song.
They did it justice, though, and I’m
excited to hear what other unique
music they decide to play.
Overall, all four bands made
for a fantastic night of diverse
music. It’s great to hear such
original music from new and old
bands. I applaud them for taking
these risks and I look forward to
seeing them all in the future.

or ever had a grandmother?”
Though it was a funny question
to ask—and everyone raised their
hands—Katie’s method of engaging the audience worked. In relating herself this way, her first poem
about her grandmother was more
impactful and evoked more emotion in the audience.
Katie also informed the audience that poetry is “not always
obvious” when it is over. Unlike
traditional rhyming schemes and
an apparent pattern to the poem,
Katie’s poems each had different
arrangements in terms of rhythm
and beat. She used abstract metaphors and analogies to create
humor and relate everyday life to
specific emotions and feelings she
expressed during her poetry. She
was also not shy to use idiomatic
language and be crude in the way
she spoke. Although it was shocking at first to hear a professional
speaker use certain words, her
sense of style made her poetry
even more unique and relatable,
especially for the many young
adult audiences she performs for.
While most of her poetry was
funny and heartwarming, the topics she discussed were deep and
personal. One of the most personal experiences Katie shared
with the audience was her father’s

battle with cancer. Though a very
weighty topic, she still employed
humor and sarcasm to express her
love for her dad. The particular
poem she read provided a sense
of sympathy and heartfelt feelings
about families and relationships.
At only 28 years old, Katie
Wirsing has already traveled all
over the country sharing her life

experiences and speaking on
these issues important to her.
Being able to captivate her audiences through her telling of relatable experiences and distinctive
humor, Katie has reached out to
many young adults. Her love for
meeting new people and sharing
her stories is evident in the way
she presents her poetry and the

way she relates to others who
have faced similar challenges.
Katie shared that she does
not quite know what she writes
about, when people ask her. She
explained that it is a strange question because she just writes what
she is familiar and good at, which
is life.

tive of the college, raising awareness among students about the
Lawrence Fund.”
The Lawrence Fund helps
provide for campus necessities
and amenities, including electricity, light bulbs (hence the concert
title), building maintenance, residence life, Björklunden, research,
study abroad, scholarships, books,
music and scores—the list goes
on.
These campus bands can perform, in part, because of donations that keep our university
functional, so what better way to
thank donors than to have students use a major campus building for a public performance?
The 90-minute concert
included performances from Wild
Firth, Broken Mandolins, Where’s
Neel?, and Luis and Whose Army.

The Campus Center setting
allowed for a very laid back atmosphere on the Sunday night before
the beginning of eighth week.
Most of the audience got to enjoy
the couch and armchair seating—
some might have even referred to
it as “chill.”
Wild Firth, comprised of
juniors Will Fraser on guitar
and lead vocals, Michael Felzan
on drums, sophomore Ridley
Tankersley and senior Alexander
Babbitt, opened the concert. The
good rapport between the band
members was clear from their
smiles, and their indie energy
made for a pleasant, introductory
vibe.
Broken Mandolins played
next and their acoustic folk offered
a calmer contrast to the other
bands, which heavily used elec-

Spoken word artist brings relatable art to campus
Emma Arnesen

For The Lawrentian
____________________________________

Last Thursday, Oct. 30, spoken word artist Katie Wirsing
shared her personal experiences of identity, relationships and
the trials and tribulations of love
through a collection of poems. As
a member of the 2006 National
Poetry Slam Championship team
and thirteenth-ranked poet at
the Women of The World Poetry
Slam, Katie is not afraid to express
the challenges she has faced in
self-identification and the relationships she has gained and lost
along the way.
Though her poems are
focused around serious issues—
gender, love, sexuality and spirituality—Katie presented herself in a
relatable way to the audience by
providing humor and interest in
her colloquial and relaxed presentation. The first thing she said to
the audience was that she hoped
her poems could be more like a
“hangout conversation.”
Unlike traditional poets who
read aloud on stage to a distant
audience, Katie’s performance
was interactive and she centered
her poems on the type of listeners she had. The first question
Katie asked was, “Who here has

Spoken word artist Katie Wirsing performs for student in the cinema.
Photo by Annie Ela

“Keep the Lights On” concert informs, delights campus
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

__________________________

The Lawrence Fund’s Student
Ambassador Program (SAP)
hosted a concert in recognition
of donors’ effects on Lawrence
lives on Sunday, Nov. 2 in the
Mead-Witter Room of the Warch
Campus Center. By choosing
campus bands to perform in this
concert, SAP kept their appreciative event within the cycle of the
Lawrence community.
According to a handy leaflet distributed at the concert,
the Lawrence Fund is “Lawrence
University’s annual fund, which
bridges the gap between what students pay and the actual cost of
attending the college.” A Student
Ambassador is “a representa-

tric guitar and bass. Sophomore
Ben Hanson was not present at
the concert, but is a member and
usually performs vocals and plays
their broken mandolin, hence the
unique band name.
Their other members include
sophomores Nick Nootenboom
on guitar and lead vocals, Raleigh
Heath on bass and vocals, Allison
Brooks-Conrad on cello and junior
Isabel Dammann on violin and
vocals.
Next in the lineup was
Where’s Neel?, which is comprised of seniors Adam Eno on
lead vocals, Pat Coyne on guitar, Pat Mangan on drums and
junior Michael Fezlan—this time
on bass instead of drums, what
a multi-talented musician! This
band stuck to high-energy rock
and a super entertaining cover of

Tenacious D’s “The Best Song in
the World.”
Last in the concert was Luis
and Whose Army, who came
equipped with goofy energy and
a comedy routine to boot. They
introduced their songs with little
jokes that featured the next song
title and their performance was
a fun way to round out the evening. This band featured sophomores Luis Gonzalez on guitar,
Miles Allen on drums, Alex Kurki
on bass and vocals and senior
Greyson Stuczko on guitar and
vocals.
When asked about the program that hosted this concert,
co-president and senior Melina
Jaharis said, “SAP is a student
group that educates fellow stu-

See page 12
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Godspell: Actors charm in unconventional musical
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

I still am not sure what quite
to think of the performance of
“Godspell” I saw on Saturday, Nov.
1 at 8 p.m. This is not because the
plot was confusing or the sound
mix was off or even because I
did something like fall asleep
during the show (I did not). The
real issue is that there’s no real
way to tackle Stephen Schwartz
and John-Michael Tebelak’s 1971
musical without coming to one
big realization: this musical is not
cool.

I know what you’re thinking:
Why is that important? Shouldn’t
it matter if it’s good or not? Well,
ordinarily yes, but “Godspell” is
so apart from most musicals that
what must have been cutting edge
in 1971 now registers as perplexing and strange: the score resembles rock music, but the music
today now seems incredibly docile. Even “Jesus Christ Superstar”
has more of a sonic edge.
The lyrics contain no provocations, and the few attempts at
current references read as cheesy
rather than as timely.
The introduction in the program that I received as I took
my seat mentioned that the show

was seen as being just as scandalous as “Jesus Christ Superstar,”
but keeping the perspective of
the time period in mind, it seems
incredibly unlikely. Nothing is said
in the musical that isn’t said in
the Gospel of Matthew (outside
of the improvisations) and with
the exception of the setting and
the diverse cast, there seems to
be no reason for even the strictest
of fundamentalists to have gotten
angry.
From the perspective of
the present day, it must be said:
“Godspell” is not only uncool, but
it is by its very existence out of
step with any time it is produced.
And yet, why did I still have

a good time, despite these things
that would normally make me
wince? The actors were likely a
factor. Ranging across all grades,
they performed the music incredibly well and possessed a lively
energy that made you really feel
like you were in the loft that made
up the set with them. In addition,
there was clever staging, a use
of uneven, cramped space that
made the packed auditorium feel
intimate.
But there’s the show itself:
as it currently exists, the show is
not just uncool, but out of time.
Unlike “Jesus Christ Superstar,”
“Godspell” has aged more significantly, and as said before, it

shows. Right now, it is a show that,
no matter how good the singers or
choreography, it still seems fundamentally dated.
The real question however,
is: Is that necessarily a bad thing?
“Godspell” is of its time, but does
that matter? We did not see what
those first audiences did in New
York City in the 70s, but if we saw
a good production now, what does
it matter? If nothing else, the show
reminds us that for all of the ceremony and ritual that is present in
modern Christianity, Jesus himself
(or in the case of this production,
herself), was unique. What could
be more appropriate?

Photos by Liz Landes
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“Sprinterall”: Re-imagining
the Lawrence calendar

STAFF EDITORIAL
Mary Jane at the Mid-terms

Andrea Johnson
Copy Editor

_______________________

As Lawrentians made their daily pilgrimages to YouTube these past few weeks, they found themselves blindsided by a plethora of campaign ads. This past week, one in particular stood out: a series of
nine marijuana-laced advertisements for Libertarian gubernatorial candidate Robert Burke.

Burke was not aware of these ads, nor does he endorse them. In actuality, these ads are a product
of the Koch-funded American Future Fund, attempting to divert liberal voters away from Democratic
Mary Burke. Emblazoned with the tagline “Get Burke, Get Blazed,” they featured people in the 18-29 age
declaring that Robert Burke should be on the “Mount Rushmore of pot” for his pro-legalization stance,
while deriding Mary Burke, who merely supports medical marijuana, for her conservative view. They
also consistently fail to discuss any other issues.
While it is true that many people in our age group partake, why must this define us? Do campaigners believe us to be so myopic that we don’t care about other issues? Are we supposed to be that easily
distracted by bright colors and bad jokes that we won’t research who we vote for before we fill in their
circle?

As far as we can tell, this was the only time any campaign or PAC directly targeted young voters. It’s
no secret that young voters drove the last two presidential elections, and we still have the power to do
that in mid-terms if we pay attention. But some seem to think we don’t care about midterm elections.
The problem is that based on exit polls, they may be right. In The Guardian’s election post-mortem,
they estimate that 13% of voters on Tuesday were in the 18- 29 age group, compared to 19% in the 2012
presidential election. We can do better, and we must.

While there is little our generation’s complacent majority can do for this election now, we can look
forward to participating in the next mid-term elections in a way that proves us worthy of the attention
of candidates.

Writing a novel in a month, together
Jess Morgan
Staff Writer

________________________

Writing an entire novel
sounds like a crazy challenge,
especially for a busy Lawrence
student. After all, it can be hard
enough to finish reading a novel
within a month of classes. The
idea of writing a novel in that
same time frame is a bit bizarre,
but the task is worth the time
and, while ambitious, definitely
not impossible.
Creating a 50,000-word story
in a month doesn’t allow enough
time to carefully choose words
and edit sections before moving
on to another chapter. However,
it inspires new writers to include
writing in their daily routine.
“National Novel Writing
Month (NaNoWriMo) is a catalyst for getting into the habit of
expressing yourself and seeing
what you could possibly make
within the span of 30 days,” sophomore John White, a member of
Lawrence’s Creative Writing Club,
said. Aiming to write approximately 1,667 words every day for
a month helps to form the habit
of writing consistently, even if not
all 50,000 words are completed
within that month.
Like everything else, writing
is a skill that grows with practice.
What better way is there to form
the habit of writing regularly than
by collaborating with peers and
creating something without the
pressure of a grade or the time to
polish every word?
Whether participants choose
to carefully plan their novel ahead

of time or spontaneously write
the entire thing, NaNoWriMo provides a great exercise. Preparation
is important but, after completing the planning stages, the only
way to find out if your ideas can
function as a novel is to actually
write it.
Stories can take countless
directions. While working from an
outline, loopholes and problems
within the plot may not surface
until fleshing out an idea. Even if
the attempted novelist does not
complete the entire task, the writing process that takes place during NaNoWriMo helps students
to work through their ideas while
engaging in word sprints, word
dares and other NaNoWriMothemed activities.
Writers
participate
in
NaNoWriMo all over the globe
and connect both on the web and
within their own communities.
Last year, there were 310,095 registered NaNoWriMo users on the
web from 595 different regions,
creating diverse online forums to
collaborate through. Many local
libraries and schools, such as
UW-Fox Valley, host “write-ins” to
provide writers a place to socialize and a designated time to spend
writing.
At Lawrence, the Creative
Writing Club also hosts write-in
opportunities for participants.
The longest of these sessions is
spent at Björklunden during the
first weekend of November. “I love
going to Björk for NaNoWriMo.
Having a nice, relaxing weekend
away from school when all I have
to do is write makes for a nice
change,” sophomore Rachel York
said during the 2014 NaNoWriMo

trip to Björklunden.
Gathering in a group to
engage in an activity that is inherently individualistic may seem
odd. However, writing together
presents the opportunity to discuss plots and characters, keep
each other motivated and geek
out about ideas together. Do not
misinterpret the shared support; November is not simply
“No Individual Initiative to Write
Month.” There is a lot of value in
collaborating together.
Talking through ideas with
another person is helpful because
they can play the role of devil’s
advocate. Having additional perspectives during the writing process and questioning your own
ideas before finishing a 50,000word draft can add depth to your
writing by considering more ideas
up-front.
Getting together in these
groups inspires collaborative
growth not only in the month of
November, but during the rest of
the year as well. The events that
spring from NaNoWriMo help
set the tone for other Creative
Writing Club meetings, leading them to take on more projects. There is always an increase
in the amount of attendees at
Lawrence’s Creative Writing Club
events and meetings due to the
writing festivities of November.
What might start as an
attempt to write a 50,000-page
novel could morph into a weekly
poetry sharing events after members have spent time learning
more about each other’s interests
and writing goals. Having an event
such as NaNoWriMo is important

See page 12

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and
community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

On Wednesday, Oct. 22, there
was morning frost on the ground.
As my favorite TV show puts it:
Winter is coming. And by winter, I
mean bitching about the weather.
I don’t mean to imply that
your Tweeted and Facebook-ed
horror at the frost was ill-founded—although the frost did melt
before 10 a.m. I empathize; after
two winters on campus, I have
trust issues with the weather. I
never quite believe I don’t need
a jacket outside, so I’ve sweated
a lot this term. And sometimes
the only way to cope is to post a
moody Instagram photo.
But I do have a suggestion
that would eradicate the need
to bitch and moan because it
would eradicate Winter Term
altogether. Behold the springwinter-fall school year: Spinall
year? Sprinterall year? Oh dear,
it’s starting to sound like a drug I
might take while working on my
next opinion piece. I’ll keep working on the name.
Humor aside for the moment,
I think this is something that
should be considered seriously.
The ideal Lawrence school year,
in my opinion, would begin a little
earlier than Spring Term begins
now, around the third week of
March, and end just before
Thanksgiving, like Fall Term does
now. Each term would be separated by a two and a half week break.
A long winter break would replace
the long summer break.
As you take that in, I’ll
address some of the objections I
foresee.
“But what about winter
sports?” you say.
The hockey and basketball
teams are already here over winter break, so I don’t see a problem
with letting that continue.
“But I want to have fun over
the summer when the weather’s
nice!” you say.
First, who said school can’t
be fun? I refer you to “Pleasure
yourself: Read a book,” my article
from two weeks ago, if you need
convincing. Second, who would
you rather spend your summer
with, high school friends you’re
starting to kind of dread running
into at the grocery store or your
sweet-awesome, mature, bigquestion-asking college friends?
And think how much better summer ORC trips would be compared
to winter ORC trips.
“But I like our long winter
break!” you say.
Do you? Do you really? Do
you enjoy feeling bored out of
your mind for the first four weeks
of our break when no one else is
home because their schools are
on the semester calendar? Do you
really like returning to the northern icy tundra the first week of
January, still hung-over from New
Year’s, while your friends from
home are just getting started with
their breaks? Most importantly,
do you really enjoy having only
a week and a half off between
Winter and Spring Terms?
I think that’s something this
school needs to think long and
hard about. Having such a short
spring break—especially in comparison to the winter break—
makes Winter and Spring Terms

feel like one monstrous, soulcrushing, 20-week semester. A
week and a half is barely enough
time to catch your breath, let alone
catch up on sleep, buy next term’s
textbooks and get some R&R.
Which brings me to the reasons I love the idea of Sprinterall
year, the first of which is that
there would be two and a half
week breaks between the terms.
This is enough time to do all the
things you want to be able to
do over a break—sleep, go on a
vacation, get through your Netflix
queue, never put on pants—without dragging on unnecessarily,
like winter break does now.
Sprinterall year would be
healthier. Winters in Wisconsin
can literally make people sick,
since bugs and viruses love preying on people who have to spend
99 percent of their time indoors
together, sheltered from the -50°
wind chill.
Also, Seasonal Affective
Disorder, a type of depression
linked to seasonal changes, is
a real problem on this campus
where the wind blows, the river
freezes and the sun makes nary
an appearance for weeks on end.
Lawrence recognizes this
problem and has tried to ameliorate it by placing SAD lamps
around campus. But personally, as
a Missouri native, the school can
keep their SAD lamps; I’d rather
just go home during the winter
and get me some of that “southern” sun.
This brings me to the third
reason I love Sprinterall year: It
would make Lawrence—and I did
the math on this—a bajillion times
more appealing to out-of-state
students. All of the out-of-towners
I know didn’t come to Lawrence
because it’s in Wisconsin but,
instead, despite the fact that it’s in
Wisconsin.
Imagine how much more
appealing going to school in
Wisconsin will be to students from
warmer climes if we could market
it like this: “Spend your winters
at home in balmy Albuquerque
and your summers in temperate
Wisconsin. Apply to Lawrence this
moment.” It’s important that we
appeal to out-of-state students if
we want to continue the trend of
becoming a more diverse place.
The fourth and final reason we should have Sprinterall
year—one word, three syllables:
internships. If you’ve applied to
an internship during your time at
Lawrence, you’ve probably, like
me, been frustrated by the fact
that Lawrence’s school year ends
several weeks after most internships begin in the middle of May.
This puts Lawrence students
in an uncomfortable position; we
either have to start the internship late or end our classes early.
Straight up Scylla and Charybdis
to us career-oriented Odysseus’s.
Internships are important.
Forbes reported in 2013 that
internships are the biggest factor
companies look at when they’re
hiring someone. Our school, with
its wonky school year, puts us at
a disadvantage in the job market,
and if there’s anything I’ve learned
in 20 years of reading Yahoo News
and the Huffington Post, it’s that
the job market comes before all
else.
Sprinterall term is here to

See page 12
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The dangers of “productive” lounging “Tim and Eric” and
American consumerism
Aubrey Klein
Staff Writer

________________________

My typical routine after my
last Friday class is to come back
to my room, ditch my backpack,
change into comfy clothes and
flop onto my bed. Sometimes, I
mindlessly browse the internet, while other times, I watch
Netflix or pick up whatever book
I’m reading for fun. Come Friday
afternoon, I want nothing to do
with school; I only want to leave
the week behind and relax.
Often, this relaxation period
extends all the way into Friday
night, and even into the early
hours of Saturday morning. After
a long week of classes, club meetings and Moodle posts, I just can’t
get enough of doing nothing. But
then the guilt starts to creep in.
By the time I wake up late
Saturday morning and spend a
leisurely hour and a half at brunch
talking with friends and eating
myself into a semi-bloated state,
all I can think is that the weekend
is already half over. How could I
have wasted so much time reading a novel for fun? I should have
used my Friday night to get ahead
on all the readings I have due in
classes this week!
An even more insidious form
of guilt befalls me before I even
get the chance to press play on
the next episode of “Game of
Thrones.” With a constantly running list of TV shows and movies
to watch, not to mention books to

read, I’m stressed out about how
I’m going to get the most out of my
free time before I even sit down.
Which book should I read first?
How many episodes should I limit
myself to?
Before I know it, I’m making up a schedule for my leisure
time so that I can get the most
relaxation out of the time I have
and get back to school work as
soon as possible. At this point, I
start to feel like a robot student
that must be optimally productive
around the clock, even when I’m
supposed to be taking a break.
Relaxation is an integral part
of self-care, so why do I always
feel so guilty for doing it? Part of
it seems due to the fact that no
matter how hard I work or how
much time I spend studying, I still
struggle to stay afloat on a sea of
emails, meetings and homework
assignments.
I know that college isn’t supposed to be easy, but I feel that
sometimes the constant onslaught
of assignments and my desire to
succeed weigh on me so much
that it’s all I can think about. I’m
left unable to separate myself
from my school work and relax
without thinking about what work
I could be doing instead.
The worst part is that I know
I’m not the only one. We Lawrence
students constantly cite the academic rigor and high expectations of our curriculum as a major
contributor to the unique brand
of stress that comes along with
being a student here.
All too often, I think that we

as students don’t give ourselves
the personal time we deserve—a
time to sit back and do something you want to do rather than
something you have to do. Not
only that, but we have trouble letting ourselves relax and actually
enjoy it without thinking about all
our other stresses and letting selfdoubt take over.
What it comes down to is that
we must give ourselves permission to take personal time, which
sounds simple but, in a community like Lawrence’s, is not always
so easy. I think that the Lawrence
community needs to encourage each other to take breaks,
and work towards supporting a
culture of balance and self-care.
It’s so easy to get caught up in
deadlines and obligations that we
forget that it’s perfectly fine to
spend a weekday afternoon every
once in a while doing anything but
homework.
This is especially important
as we approach the last two weeks
of the term. It’s at this point that
student mental health takes a
nosedive as we eschew sleep to
eke out those last few pages of
our final essays and skip meals
to study for cumulative exams.
Remember that it’s okay not to
be perfect, and better to just do
your best.
Start practicing better selfcare today and take an hour—or
two!—for yourself. Whatever it is
you do to relax, just go do it, and
leave the guilt behind. aserej

Mathematics can have many
roots, as in Ramanujan—hardy
case, religious vs. non-religious—
but roots have the least to do
with the domain itself. Regardless
of where one comes from, mathematics always has specific routes
to trail along.
Ramanujan’s story is inspirational in the sense that things that
we take for granted, such as the
availability of pen or pencil and
paper, were not as easily accessible to him. For him to own paper
to write on would have been a
great privilege in his poverty.
There are accounts of his
hands bleeding because of the
friction between the slate and his
hand while trying to erase his calculations. Such was his perseverance and passion for mathematics
that, despite his bleeding hands,
he would continue. Ramanujan is
definitely a hero for the kind of
feeling he inspires in me.
Advancements in computer
science have given us the ability
to peek into Ramanujan’s mind,
as well as his formulas pertaining to modern physics and other
sciences, in unthinkable ways.
New computer programs that can
manipulate algebraic quantities
have made his way of thinking
more accessible to mathematicians who want to understand his
method of thinking.
Mathematics is a difficult language to get hold of but once one
is able to enter into its realm, the
way of thinking one is bestowed
with is immense. To many, mathematics has been a problem for
the feeling of neutrality it carries.
Numbers do not have emotional
dynamics as words do. The communication that numbers bring
is cold, as they has no colors of

expression in them. Two is just
two, regardless of who counts it.
But there are other people
to whom mathematics communicates better than any other language. Daniel Tammet, a highfunctioning savant, says that
his ability to feel and work with
mathematics come from an injury
to his head. When someone reads
out numbers to Tammet, his brain
responds to it with a different set
of stimuli. There are feelings connected to each number and each
number has its own color.
For the most part, a misconception that often takes away
mathematics’ real charm is that
it is considered a discipline of
numbers. Numbers are just one
dimension of the vast repository
of mathematics.
If someone is not good with
numbers, they might think mathematics is not for them. But a better
understanding of mathematics as
a discipline is that it has much less
to do with quantized numbers.
Most of mathematics consists of ideas and ways of thinking about problems. Mathematics
explains the module of formation
or functioning of a system with
condensed expressions that can be
encrypted and decrypted by other
mathematicians. It is a language
like every other, through which
one can argue, express, identify,
exchange and understand.
Mathematics is the jewel of
human inventiveness for the abilities of visualization and model
building that it develops in us. We
are all governed by mathematics
in unthinkable ways. Even the way
we see and recognize objects and
figures or faces has some kind of

Math is never just about the numbers
Nijesh Upreti

For The Lawrentian

________________________

Would you give up writing
just because you didn’t know how
to spell? Is spelling just another
dimension of writing? Writing
has so much more to it. Some
people might be good at articulating their thoughts but bad at
grammar.
Mathematics is another discipline with similar sub-dimensions; the art of numbers is just
one aspect of the many dimensions of mathematics that constitute the discipline.
I recently read a book called
“The Man Who Knew Infinity.” It
was about Srinivasa Ramanujan,
a genius mathematician who died
very young at the age of 32. Many
of us have never heard his name,
let alone his works. His extraordinary story has to do with his
approximately 4,000 formulas,
scribbled on three notebooks and
some scrap paper, which have
kept many mathematicians baffled for a century.
Ramanujan, being an autodidact, not only changed the way
we think about mathematics but
also brought us a new perspective
with the religious mystery of his
mathematical ability.
This often surprised atheist
mathematicians like G.H. Hardy.
Hardy, another genius mathematician, was always proud of his
discovery of Ramanujan. He often
would talk about how Ramanujan
complemented his mathematical
feat, and their religious versus
non-religious collaboration was
the most remarkable story in
mathematics.

See page 12

Danny Davis
Managing Editor

________________________

It’s really easy to discredit
“Tim and Eric’s Excellent Show:
Great Job!” as a tasteless stoner
comedy that rightfully deserved
its limited success. However, as
an avid fan of the show, I can
attest that Eric Wareheim and Tim
Heidecker are wittier that many of
their critics give them credit for.
Their show speaks loads
about the weird, bland and unexceptional aspects of post-9/11
consumerism that leave many of
us with this unexplainable sense
of boredom and depression as we
fill our lives with cheap electronics in the place of close personal
relationships, deep conversations
and books.
For those who are not familiar, “Tim and Eric’s Excellent Show:
Great Job!” is a sketch comedy
show that covers topics largely
dealing with post-9/11 consumerism. Many of their sketches are
commercials for fictional products
made by Cinco Manufacturing,
which is a satirical stand-in for
any major software, appliance or
pharmaceutical company whose
advertisements you’d see on cable
television.
One such example is a commercial for a fictional children’s
toy called the “I Jammer and E
Bump.” It’s a brightly colored
plastic box that emits ultra-deep
sound waves that induce seizures
in children. The children in the
commercial develop an addiction
to the product, which is sustained
by an oatmeal-like substance
called “o-hungee.” “It’s real food!”
the narrator of the commercials
says. It’s fast, difficult to follow
and doesn’t really explain why
somebody should by the product.
What makes this an amazing skit is that the commercial
perfectly captures the thoughtless
and over-stimulating nature of

children’s toy commercials that
are rarely covered in other comedy shows. Additionally, mockcommercials are popular in many
sketch comedy shows, but “Tim
And Eric” seems to capture the
nuances of early 2000s consumerism that other sketch comedy
shows just don’t seem to get quite
right.
As a result, you can’t exactly
articulate what makes “Tim and
Eric’s” mock-commercials so spot
on. They just are. You want to
run and tell your friend why it’s
hilarious but, after thinking think
about it too hard, you realize that
the show has captured something
we all recognize but is also so
nuanced and specific that we ourselves can’t describe it.
Another great example is a
skit called “The Universe,” a satire
of Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos.” The skit
features Wareheim and Heidecker
in black turtlenecks discussing the
nature of the cosmos. “If you take
the universe and you stretch it out
and put it into a tube,” Wareheim
stutters, “You’d get a tube that’s
two times the length of the univer... well… you wouldn’t want to
put it in a tube.”
Accompanying the line is this
tacky little diagram of a galaxy
being rolled into a green tube,
labeled “2x Universe.” Further on
in the skit, Wareheim begins to
explain that his career involves
shining a flashlight in his neighbor’s child’s bedroom to teach him
about the cosmos.
The skit is a commentary on
the various shows on television
that are dedicated to explaining
complex concepts in theoretical
physics to a primetime viewing
audience. There have been many
shows that feature tantalizing
narrators explaining aspects of
the universe, like black holes and
galaxies, with outlandishly eyecatching 3-D graphics. While we
often feel more empowered and

See page 12

A note from the editor: In the interest of continuing the conversation spurred by the past two issues’ letters to the editor, please visit
www.lawrentian.com for a letter to the editor from Rhys Kuzdas.
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www.MuncheezPizzeria.com | 600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton
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What did you think of the convocation?

“It was an important and
helpful presentation that
came at a good time.”
–Yifat Levenstein

“I’m happy that so many
people went this time.”
–Alana Myatt

“I loved it! It was very relevant
and informative.”
–Tannah Marshall

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.

Davis

continued from page 11
educated when we watch these
shows, Eric Wareheim and Tim
Heidecker are bold enough to criticize people like Carl Sagan and
Neil DeGrasse Tyson for coming
up with overly simplistic analogies to explain how the universe
works.
What’s incredible about the
show is that watching it is akin

Concert

continued from page 8
dents about the importance of
philanthropic giving. We build
professional skills through a number of networking opportunities
with alumni, board members and
donors.”
Jaharis went on to say that,
“Personally, I do this because of
the amazing opportunities that
we have due to donors and how
important it is to understand this.”
Jaharis added that this concert

Upreti

continued from page 11
mathematics involved.
How do we know how far an
object is from us? We do not hit
every person whom we pass on
the road. How is it possible? This
certainly is about the way our
brain and eyes can interact to give
us a sense of proximity to something. Mathematics is at the core
of human interaction, be it consciously or unconsciously driven.
Galileo once described mathematics as being the language in
which the laws of nature were

“It wasn’t anything new to
me, but it was refreshing
to hear.”
–Aafko Boonstra

to enlightenment in the digital
age. “Tim and Eric’s Excellent
Show: Great Job!” makes us more
empowered and informed members of our society by pointing out
the absurdity of American consumerism. What makes them so
special is their ability to pull apart
ordinary snapshots of American
culture and reassemble them in a
way that points out the most disturbing and unexceptional aspects
of our lifestyles.
There is, as the show points
out, a very repressed sense of dis-

satisfaction with life in the digital
age. American consumerism constantly reinforces the notion that
we aren’t satisfied. Commercials
advertise ways to get more money,
lose more weight and buy an even
bigger house; they slowly eat
away at our spirit over time. “Tim
and Eric” pulls out the nuanced
aspects of consumerism that reinforce these feelings, and makes
us confront them head on with
brutal honesty.
“Tim and Eric” is a mirror
that reflects our most unflatter-

“was a way to expose our group to
campus so that we could spread
the word about the importance of
philanthropic giving.”
SAP
and
Lawrence’s
Development Office will host
more events that will help remind
us of the impact that these donations have. The next upcoming
event is Giving Day on Tuesday,
Nov. 11. “On this day,” Jaharis said,
“alumni will give and students
tweet. The tweets are ways to
talk about why we love Lawrence
and show alumni the great things
about campus right now.”
written. With modern developments, we are getting close to
saying that the functioning of any
system is mathematical. There is
a Ramanujan within each one of
us, as everyone is mathematically
guided.
Following Galileo’s trend, “All
truths are easy to understand once
they are discovered; the point is to
discover them.” When the Hardy
in us discovers the existence of
Ramanujan within, we will definitely develop a new perspective
to look at mathematics. But an
important thing to do would be
not to give up mathematics just
for the sake of superstition that

Their biggest event of the
year is the Gratitude Gathering,
which will happen in the springtime. At this particular event, “we
write thank you notes to donors
and learn about various things
that the Lawrence Fund private
donations pay for,” Jaharis said.
There is so much generosity
and care that go on behind-thescenes at Lawrence, so events like
this concert and all other manner
of gratitude demonstrations are
reminders of how lucky we are
to receive so much support in so
many different areas of campus.

tells us that numeracy is all that
mathematics is.
Thus, the inability to get
along with numbers should never
be an impediment to one’s mathematical growth. In fact, we are all
mathematicians in that we visualize situations, recognize faces,
spaces and objects, and respond
to them accordingly. The mathematics of ideas is as integral to
mathematics as is the mathematics of numbers; the next time you
hear somebody say they aren’t
good at mathematics, remind
them of the Ramanujan who is yet
to be discovered.
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experiences. As a psych student, I found it very pertinent.”
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ing details. However, being able
to recognize those ugly, unappealing aspects of ourselves and
our culture is cathartic. Watching
the show makes us more sensitive to this reinforced message
of dissatisfaction and makes us
more immune. It makes us recognize when we’re bait for the
next big consumer trend that
probably won’t leave us better off
than before. While it does make
us more cynical about consumerism, it’s a kind of uplifting cynicism. It’s making us cynical about

Morgan

continued from page 10
because it rekindles the aspiration
to write and creates a supportive
collaborative environment.
Attempting to write a novel
over a short time frame may seem
like a silly challenge to tackle, but
completing the task can result in
new friendships, a valuable daily
habit and the inspiration to tackle
other writing challenges.

Johnson

continued from page 10
help. Many places with established, reputable internship programs offer internships throughout the year, including over the
winter. There’s less competition
for winter internships because
they’re during the school year, so
we’d be more likely to be accepted.
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something that we really ought
to not be so gung-ho about in the
first place.
Fans of the show can point
out a tacky Lipozene commercial
or the next lame kitchen appliance
and grin quietly to themselves as
they think, “Wow—this is right
out of an episode of ’Tim and
Eric’!” They can crack up at this
over-stimulating world we live in
and point out the absurdities of
our consumer culture that “Tim
and Eric” so brilliantly conveys.
A month of writing won’t
allow anyone to become the next
J.K. Rowling, and those who complete the challenge will certainly
have a long road ahead of them
if they have any intentions of
sharing their story. I mean, one
does not simply complete a novel
ready for publishing in a month.
Nonetheless, the challenge is a
great way to start incorporating
daily writing to your routine in an
exciting, collaborative way, and it
is worth the time and effort.
And it goes without saying
that once we have a couple of
good internships under our belts,
we’re basically set to out-compete
all of our fellow English-major
Millennials for the two tenured
professorships that open ever
other year.
So in the next few weeks,
while you dig out your parkas and
balaclavas, remember that if this
were a Sprinterall year, it would
be done in two weeks.
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